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Agenda

 Blogs
 Define
 Components of a blog page
 Who provides the service?
 Content - How much and how do you control it?
 How do you find a blog?
 Creating a blog

 Podcasting
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Blog (Web Log)

 A web-based publication consisting
primarily of periodic articles (postings)
usually presented in reverse chronological
order (newest first).
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BMAC Demo Blog
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Components of a Blog Page

 Blogger Bar (Provider Dependent)
 Ads
 Blog Title
 Post Date
 Post Title
 Blog Link
 Post Content



May 17, 2006 Mass Route 128 Chapter - IMA 6

Components of a Blog Page
 Posted By
 Permalink
 Comments
 Email
 About Me
 Links
 Previous Posts
 Archives
 Add ons

 Google Search
 Email Sign Up
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BMAC Demo Blog



May 17, 2006 Mass Route 128 Chapter - IMA 8

Harding’s Blog Page
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Who Provides Blog Services

 Blogger (Google)
 MSN spaces (Microsoft)
 TypePad
 Radio Userland
 .Mac
 Yahoo 360
 AOL Journals
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How Many Blogs and What
Topics?

 Millions and millions
 Every topic possible
 Major groupings

 Personal
 News
 Political
 Business
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Controlling Content

 Comments are optional, and encouraged
 Comments can be deleted
 Comments can require verification to stop

‘bots from posting
 The Blogosphere is self-policing
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Is This a Responsible Form of
Journalism?

 That’s up to creator of the blog
 Remember - Don’t believe everything you

read on the Internet
 Self-policing
 Start with the MSM - Main Stream Media
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How Do You Find a Blog?

 Start with the known sites
 Media Web pages, e.g., NBC Nightly News,

Meet The Press, Wall Street Journal
 Technorati
 Google - Specific Blog Search Tool
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Creating a Blog

 Go to Blogger  - www.blogger.com and
click Create Your Blog Now

 Create an Account
 Name Your Blog
 Select a Template



May 17, 2006 Mass Route 128 Chapter - IMA 15

Getting Started
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Create An Account
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Name Your Blog



May 17, 2006 Mass Route 128 Chapter - IMA 18

Choose Template
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Blog Created
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Your First Post



May 17, 2006 Mass Route 128 Chapter - IMA 21

Successful Post
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BMAC Demo Blog
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Podcasting Agenda

 Define and review data flows
 Equipment needs for creation
 Websites and blogs
 How to create a podcast
 How to find and create a podcast
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Podcasting

 The New Oxford American Dictionary
crowned "podcasting" as the 2005 word of the
year and defines the term as "a digital
recording of a radio broadcast or similar
program, made available on the Internet for
downloading to a personal audio player".

 Source - www.wikipedia.org - Oxford University Press, 5
December, 2005 Podcast is word of the year
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Data Flow
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Very Basic Equipment and
Software Needs

 No recording equipment - use computer’s
microphone or a headset

 Use a sound editing application to record the
content
 QuickTime Pro
 GarageBand
 Audacity (freeware)

 MS Word or an editor to create the XML file
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Problems with Very Basic Setup

 Computer Microphone is omni-directional -
picks up sounds all around you and is low
quality.

 Free Sound Editors- You get what you pay
for

 XML format not user friendly
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My Equipment (Purchased)

 Radio Shack Unidirectional Microphone - $40
 Radio Shack Microphone Desk stand - $8
 Radio Shack Microphone Wind Screen - $5
 Radio Shack 4 Channel Stereo Sound Mixer - $40
 Radio Shack Computer Headphone Speaker Switch - $17
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My Equipment

 Griffin iMic (USB audio connector) - $40
 Sound Studio application - $80
 Podcast Maker application (RSS/XML

publisher) - $20
 Initial investment - $250
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Website (storage)
 Audio and XML files must be stored on a public server.

XML files are very small.
 Size requirements - Audio files will vary in size.  Rough

guideline 30 minutes = 49 MB.  Your mileage may vary.
 30 minute monthly podcast may require 600 MB per year
 30 minute weekly podcast may require 2,548 MB per year
 Provides introductory/background information to

your subscribers
 A secondary place for your copyrights
 You can provide a link to your feed (XML file)
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Blog

 May be used instead of a website or in
addition to.

 Entry titles are links to the audio files.
 Blog entries can describe the show’s content

and provide additional information such as
links, quoted material and photos.
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Review

 Need a microphone and perhaps a mixer
 Need headphones for monitoring the

recording
 Need a website and or blog to store the

audio files and the XML file
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Show Format

 Standard Introduction (15 to 60 seconds)
 Bumper music (30 to 45 seconds)
 Episode Introduction 1 to 3 minutes)
 Bumper music (30 to 45 seconds)
 Topic 1 (5 to 10 minutes)
 Bumper music (30 to 45 seconds)
 Topic 2 (5 to 10 minutes)
 Bumper music (30 to 45 seconds)
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Show Format

 Topic 3 (5 to 10 minutes)
 Bumper music (30 to 45 seconds)
 Episode Closing (1 minute)
 Closing music
 Voice Over  standard Closure (15 to 60

seconds)
 Closing music
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Workflow

 Plan content
 Select bumper music
 Record content
 Edit and mix content and music
 Convert sound file
 Publish podcast
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To Find Podcasts

 Download iTunes from the Apple website
 Launch iTunes and search for podcasts, e.g.,

Patriotcast



May 17, 2006 Mass Route 128 Chapter - IMA 37

How to Listen to Podcasts

 Play it on your computer
 Download to your iPod or MP3 player
 Burn a copy to a CD and listen to it in your

car or on your stereo
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Thank You!

 www.blogger.com
 www.apple.com
 www.garrettharding.blogspot.com
 www.patriotcast.com
 Questions?


